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DAY 1
The Old Testament Preview





6   //   WHERE DO I BEGIN?

Old Testament: Ghost Town or Foundation? 

A quick flip through any Bible reveals that most of its contents are a 
grouping of 39 books known as the Old Testament. It begins with five books 
known as the Pentateuch. This section establishes the design for humanity, 
their decision to rebel, and then how they are to live in relationship with God 
after that decision. The story continues to detail God’s decision to bless the 
world through relationship with a single family. To live in right relationship 
with God, they are instructed to make sacrifices to account for their sinful 
nature. 

This family grows into a nation, a nation that is given land bordering 
the Meditereanean Sea. As they dwell in this land, they want a king, but 
continually fail to live up to God’s standard of worship. From their history 
comes a culture that boasts poems, songs, and vast family trees. As other 
nations threaten to take their land, they ask to have a king. A short golden-
era is followed by royal failure after royal failure. As the nation of Israel 
continues to fail God, He sends them prophets to communicate what 
must be done. These prophets tell of an eventual Day of The Lord, where 
there will be a reckoning of both the promises to the people and ultimate 
consequence for failure. 

Many of the passages in the Old Testament were written so that they could 
be easily memorized or spoken. The Old Testament was originally written 
in Hebrew and therefore sometimes translates a little bit awkwardly into 
English. Translators work their entire lives to make sure that the integrity of 
the original language is maintained. 

There are also distinct genres in the Old Testament: Genesis; Exodus; 
Numbers; Joshua; Judges; Ruth; 1 & 2 Samuel; 1 & 2 Kings; 1 & 2 Chronicles; 
Ezra; Nehemiah; Esther; and Jonah are historical narratives or epics. This 
means that they communicate truth by giving an account or story. 

The latter part of Exodus, Leviticus, and Deuteronomy can be best thought 
of as legal documents. 

Job, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes are wisdom literature. 

Psalms, Song of Solomon, and Lamentations are poems and hymns that 
land between prayer and biblical art. 

Isaiah; Jeremiah; Ezekiel; Daniel; Hosea; Joel; Amos; Obadiah; Jonah; Micah; 
Nahum; Habakkuk; Zephaniah; Haggai; Zechariah; and Malachi are prophecy. 

Finally, the book of Daniel is apocalyptic literature. 

Christians generally view the Old Testament in one of two ways: The first 
way is to view it like a ghost town. Ghost towns are important historical 
locations, but they don’t really serve a purpose outside of serving as 
glimpses into the past. Most ghost towns are long distances away from 
where the action is. This is what most non-christians and even some 
Christians think about the Old Testament. They admit that there’s some  
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APPLICATION: 

• Do you view the Old Testament as a ghost town or a 
foundation?

• Why do you think so much of the Bible is devoted to 
the Old Testament? 

• Why is it important to know the context of the Old 
Testament? 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

historical truth, but mainly tall tales and forsaken systems of belief 
that have crumbled over time. On the other hand, we can view the 
Old Testament like a foundation. Most of the world’s oldest cities 
literally stand on top of history. If we are to accurately understand 
the Bible as a whole, we need to view the Old Testament this way. In 
fact, without the Old Testament, there would be no New Testament. 
It holds everything up. In this way, the Old Testament is extremely 
important to our everyday lives. The writers of the New Testament 
quote it constantly and had a deep understanding of it.



DAY 2-6
The Old Testament





10   //   WHERE DO I BEGIN?

Humble Beginnings | Read Genesis 1-3

There is no better way to get into a heated argument than to ask someone 
how the world was created... This topic can turn a seemingly unimportant 
conversation into a full fledged word-fight. The way we view the world 
reveals how we choose to engage in it. The Bible begins with an account 
of how the world was created and the early history of humanity in Genesis 
1-11. This account of creation and early history is very similar to others in the 
ancient Near East at the time, but describes completely different roles for 
the characters in the story. 

Genesis describes a single, all powerful and loving God, who creates simply 
by speaking. It also describes a special type of living being known as a 
human; the first of which are Adam and Eve. These creatures are said to be 
created in the image of God (Genesis 1:27). Humans are given the important 
privilege of having authority over creation and get to live in relationship with 
the Creator Himself. 

The problem is that humans choose to rebel against God and, in turn, cannot 
continue in relationship with Him (Genesis 3). Sin enters the world and their 
offspring fight against one another and soon God decides to wipe out the 
world with a flood, saving one faithful family. After this reset, He makes a 
covenant, or promise, to never do such a thing again. Humans still rebel, 
and try to make a name for themselves by building a tower to the heavens 
(Genesis 11:1-9). God sees their prideful error and scatters them by confusing 
their languages. 

At this point, God calls a single man, Abram, to gather his family and follow 
Him. The rest of Genesis, chapters 12-50, is the story of this man’s offspring. 
Abram is a broken man, but keeps his faith in the Lord. In his old age, the 
childless Abram receives a promise that God will make him the father of 
many nations and his name is changed to Abraham (Genesis 17). God sticks 
to his promise by providing Isaac to Abraham and his wife Sarah (Genesis 
21). Isaac marries a woman named Rebekah and they have two sons named 
Jacob and Esau (Genesis 25). Within these families there is much conflict 
and tension, but God remains steadfast. Jacob steals the birthright from 
Esau and God changes his name to Israel (Genesis 32). The last chapters 
of Genesis conclude by focusing on Israel’s twelve sons and their eventual 
move to Egypt. The offspring of these twelve sons become the twelve tribes 
of the nation of Israel.

Genesis is believed to be written by Moses around 1200 BC. Scholars believe 
that it was written as the Israelites wandered around in the wilderness for 
forty years. It gave the Israelites a history and identity before they entered 
the promised land. We should be careful when reading Genesis, since its 
contents were written thousands of years ago to a specific people. 

There are two extremes that we can tend towards and we need to be careful 
to avoid these distractions: On one hand, we can overemphasize the little 
things, like the details of how exactly the world was covered in water during 
the flood. When we do this, we can completely miss the importance of 
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APPLICATION: 

• Does the creation account in Genesis support your 
perspective on how the world was created?

• Why did God choose to work through one family 
(Abraham)? 

• Which story in Genesis relates the most to you?

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

God’s willingness to preserve relationship with humanity through Noah. 
On the other extreme, we can zoom out too far and just assume that 
everything is morally symbolic and never really happened. The faithful 
reading is somewhere in the middle of these two extremes. The book 
of Genesis is concerned with the beginnings of God’s plan to establish 
relationship with humanity, even after they rebel against Him.



12   //   WHERE DO I BEGIN?

Codes & Conduct | Read Exodus 20

Within the Pentatauch, we find two books that drastically shape the nation 
of Israel: Exodus and Leviticus. 

We find in Exodus that the Egyptian people were scared of the Hebrew 
people and so the made them their slaves. The Hebrew people cried out 
to God and asked for a deliverer, so God calls a man named Moses to lead 
the Hebrew people out of Egypt. Moses and his brother Aaron went before 
Pharaoh and demanded him to let the Hebrew people go, but Pharaoh 
refused. God sent a series of plagues to come upon the nation of Egypt 
in order for the power of God to be displayed. Finally, Pharaoh freed the 
Hebrew people and Moses led them to the Red Sea. The Lord opened the 
Red Sea in order for them to walk on dry land. We find that God continues 
to provide for His people by leading them through the wilderness with a 
pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. 

God wants to establish Israel as a new nation. He didn’t want the Hebrew 
people look at surrounding nations and doing what they were doing, so 
God meets with Moses on Mt. Sinai to give Moses the Ten Commandments 
and God invites the Hebrew people into a new covenant. This covenant, or 
promise, goes back to Abraham and the promise of blessing and if Israel 
obeys God’s laws they will continue to be a blessed nation. On Mt. Sinai we 
see God give them a series of laws to help shape Israel as a nation and to 
also build a place where God can dwell amongst them. 

When we move into the book of Leviticus, we see that God is setting the 
stage for what it looks like to follow the Lord and how God is holy and we 
are not.

Here are some big themes throughout Leviticus broken up by chapter:

 

All these laws and commands were designed not only to lead the people, 
but ultimately protect them as a nation. God has a plan and purpose for His 
people and he wanted them to follow His way.

1-7 8-10 11-15

Setup for the 
sacrificial system

Expectations of
the priests

What is clean and
unclean for the 
Hebrew people

16 17-27

Day of Atonement What it means 
to follow the 
Lord and live as 
a new nation
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APPLICATION: 

• Why do you think the Ten Commandments are 
significant in Exodus 20?

• Why do you think God called the nation of Israel to 
look different than surrounding nations?

• What does it look like for you to live differently today 
for the Lord?

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



14   //   WHERE DO I BEGIN?

Home on The Range | Read Joshua 24

In 1862, the Homestead Act helped bring more people to the western 
territories of the United States. Adult heads of families were promised 160 
acres of land if they agreed to never to fight against the U.S. government. 
Over the next forty years, over 80 million acres were given the families who 
kept their promise. 

Similarly, the book of Joshua describes several decades where God gave the 
Israelites the land that had been promised to them hundreds of years earlier. 
The problem was that they still struggled with the worship of other gods, 
fully going against the law they had agreed to follow. In effect, the Israelites 
were “fighting” against the very authority that was providing them the land. 

It is in this context that Joshua, in his old age, gives a final charge to the 
Israelites. Read Joshua 24:15 and pay special attention to how he calls for 
obedience from God’s people. 

Here we see Joshua using a method of communication known as reduction 
to absurdity. With a dramatic tone he asks his listeners if they’d like to 
worship the gods of Egypt (where they were enslaved) or even the gods of 
the people they just finished conquering (the Amorites). 

As he speaks they are literally standing in the land that is the fulfillment of 
God’s promise. To the logical observer, the choice of who to worship would 
be easy, but sometimes sin can obscure logic. He concludes with the bold 
statement that in the face of illogical sin, at least his house “will serve the 
Lord.” 

Sin has a way of being illogical. 

We know that on paper we shouldn’t do what we’re doing, but somehow it 
still happens. Paul picks up on this in Romans 7:15 as he states that “what I 
want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do” (NIV). 

This is perhaps one of the most dangerous aspects of sin; that it appears 
easy to avoid, but sticks to us like super glue. 

There is nothing we can do to free ourselves from sin. 

What is most striking about this passage is that there is actually no mention 
of Joshua’s family or descendants anywhere in the Bible. As he states that 
his house “will serve the Lord,” we never actually hear about them. Instead, 
our focus is turned to those who remain faithful and go against the grain. 

This strand of faithfulness eventually leads us to Jesus, the only one who can 
free all humanity from sin. He is the ultimate fulfillment of God’s promise to 
us, a backdrop that makes our sinfulness appear even more illogical.
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APPLICATION: 

• What has God promised you?

• What are some things in your life that you know you 
shouldn’t do, but they happen anyway?

• What would it take for you to break free of the things 
you came up with and truly serve the Lord? 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



16   //   WHERE DO I BEGIN?

Keeping Up With the Kingdoms | Read 1 Samuel 8

Sheldon Plankton is the owner of a struggling restaurant known as the Chum 
Bucket. Many of his struggles are because of his jealousy of Mr. Krabs and his 
successful burger joint, the Krusty Krab. Plankton regularly fails as he tries to 
sneakily model his restaurant after the Krusty Krab. 

This goofy theme in Spongebob hits on a deeper truth. We can’t always 
expect to experience success by copying what successful people are doing... 
but this was the case for the nation of Israel as they approached 1000 BC. 
As they looked around at other nations, they saw the successes of earthly 
rulers and desired that they’d rather follow a human leader than God himself. 

Read 1 Samuel 8:6-18 and look carefully at what the people are asking for.

Asking for a king is not wrong in itself, but rejecting God’s leadership is. 
God desires to lead the Israelites directly, but graciously grants them their 
wish, even if His plans were different. Here, God is not changing His mind or 
bending to their wishes--in Deuteronomy 17:15, God even tells the Israelites 
that they “may indeed set a king over [themselves] whom the Lord [their] 
God will choose.” God knows that His people struggle with sin and might 
need a human leader to model correct worship to the whole nation. 

As the Old Testament continues, we see that Israel’s kings fail to live up 
to the standard set by God. This brings many painful consequences that 
eventually include them losing their land. As these tragic events happen, the 
Israelites forget the warnings of asking for their own king. They blame God 
for their hardships and struggle to remain faithful to Him. 

While it’s sometimes easy to feel like we wouldn’t make the same mistakes 
as the Israelites, we stumble into the same patterns more often than we 
think. Many of us can find ourselves rejecting God’s plan and telling Him to 
work within our own. We see how other people are successful and pursue 
the same things as them, while failing to be satisfied with God’s plan as He 
initially intended. 

Think about your own life… are you quick to want what other people have? 
Do you desire your path to look the exact same as other people’s? Maybe 
some of the tension you feel in your relationship with the Lord is in the fact 
that He has granted your selfish requests as a way to draw you closer to Him 
in the end. The Bible is full of experiential lessons and sometimes the only 
way we can learn is through getting what we’ve asked for. 

God desires a relationship with us over everything else. While He does not 
cause us harm, much like the Israelites, we sometimes need to learn how 
our own plans should be secondary to God’s. If you struggle to understand 
God’s plan for your life: pray that God would show you; ask trusted people to 
identify it; and be patiently obedient. 
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APPLICATION: 

• Have you ever received something that you really 
wanted and been let down?

• Do you find yourself constantly wanting what other 
people have?

• What is one way that you can better understand 
God’s plan for your life?

 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



18   //   WHERE DO I BEGIN?

It’s A Hard Knock Life | Read Jeremiah 1

Have you ever passed a group of people in reflective vests picking up 
garbage on the side of the road? What’s your initial reaction? Many of us 
look at that and breathe a sigh of relief that our lives haven’t hit that point, or 
even pat ourselves on the back for the fact that we’re good people. 

We all have an automatic response that seems to tell us that if we do good 
things, we will be blessed, and if we don’t, we will be punished. The problem 
is that this is proven wrong, just as often as it is proven right. Think about 
how often we hear about a victim of a crime that is described to have been 
the nicest person who didn’t deserve it. We all have stories of terrible things 
happening to good people and similarly have all known cheaters, scamers, 
and frauds who lived happily ever after. 

The Israelites struggled with this phenomenon just as much as we do today.

To them, those who had power and wealth were assumed to be “better,” and 
those who lived in poverty and had diseases were feeling the consequences 
of poor decisions. This concept is known as the retribution principle by 
scholars, and it guides much of the narrative in the Old Testament. While 
God does not discriminate who he uses to achieve His purposes, there is a 
focus on how sometimes the suffering are most utilized by God. 

As the kingdom of Israel struggled with internal conflicts, the nation split into 
two. The Northern and Southern kingdoms each had kings and prophets 
in the later parts of the Old Testament. The king’s position was created to 
model Godly worship and leadership, whereas the position of the prophet 
existed to serve as the mouthpiece of God. Jeremiah was a prophet to 
the Southern kingdom for four decades before it fell into the hands of the 
Babylonians, and God used him to speak truth to a people who had a knack 
for following those who were successful, rather than those who were faithful. 

Read Jeremiah 1:18-19 and think about how you expect this calling from God 
to unfold.

Based on these two verses, it’s easy to assume that the rest of the book 
would be about Jeremiah’s obedience and God’s blessing upon him. Instead, 
we find that Jeremiah is obedient, but his life is extremely difficult as he 
goes against the flow. His voice seems muffled by people who don’t want to 
listen. The eventual conquering of the Southern kingdom seems to paint him 
as a failure. In the end, God does make him into a fortified city, an iron pillar, 
and bronze wall, but not in the way that we would initially think. 

For many of us, our faith will take us to places we don’t want to go and make 
us less popular than we could have been if we went with the flow. The story 
of Jeremiah is one of boldness. We are to live in light of the fact that after we 
faithfully suffer for a short time here on earth, Christ “will himself restore you 
and make you strong, firm and steadfast” (1 Peter 5:10b, NIV). It is then, that 
perfect judgment will be executed and justice will be upheld.
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APPLICATION: 

• Do you find yourself assuming that, generally, good 
people deserve good things?

• Where is one area where God is calling you to go 
against the flow?

• Would you be willing to lose all of your power, 
popularity, and influence for the sake of Jesus

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



DAY 7-13
The New Testament





22   //   WHERE DO I BEGIN?

New Testament: The Big Picture | Read Matthew 13

While the Old Testament is comprised of 39 books that were written and 
compiled over approximately 1,000 years, we find the New Testament being 
a collection of 27 books that were assembled in approximately 40 years. 

We find the layout of the New Testament to be broken into three big 
buckets: Gospels, the book of Acts, and letters. 

The Gospels were written by a series of authors to tell accounts of Jesus. 
The book of Acts shares the stories of the Gospel spreading from the start of 
the Christian Church. The letters are about helping the early Church remain 
centered on the teaching and ways of Jesus. 

The story of the Old Testament, in a nutshell, tells the story of creation, the 
fall of man, the sacrificial system, and the story of the nation of Israel. 

Within the New Testament we find similar themes being: Jesus coming 
to earth, Jesus dying and being the perfect sacrifice, the new life found in 
Jesus, and the kingdom to come.

In Isaiah 6:9-10 and Matthew 13, we find a very interesting passage. 

In Isaiah, the prophet is foretelling Jesus, who is to come, and talking about 
how He will be rejected. Here we see Jesus teaching in Matthew 13 and 
being rejected. This passage illustrates one of the many prophecies being 
fulfilled by Jesus. 

As readers, we can’t ignore the Old Testament and just sit in the New 
Testament. All the same, we also can’t solely focus on the Old Testament 
without the New Testament. Both the New and Old Testament are deeply 
intertwined as the Old Testament creates context for the New Testament. 

Both are extremely important and tremendous significance to the overall 
Biblical text.
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APPLICATION: 

• Do you find yourself spending more time in the Old 
or New Testament?

• Why do you think both the New and Old Testament 
are significant to understanding the Bible?

• What stuck out to you in Matthew 13? 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



24   //   WHERE DO I BEGIN?

The Gospel of Matthew | Read Matthew 5

Matthew is the first book presented in the New Testament and is one of the 
four Gospels. 

Gospel simply means, “good news.” 

The Gospels present the good news of the coming king who will bring 
salvation to those who believe! Matthew, who is Jewish, writes to a primarily 
Jewish audience and is trying to communicate that Jesus came to fulfill the 
law. 

We see the book of Matthew begin with a genealogy, which may seem like 
simply a list of names at first glance, but Matthew is actually showing the 
fulfillment of Jesus being from the line of David and Abraham. 

God was working through generation to generation to provide a Savior, even 
from the beginning of time. 

Here are several big themes in Matthew, broken up by chapter:

In Matthew 5, we see Jesus deliver His Sermon on the Mount. Matthew 
writes about the account that occurred to show that Jesus came to fulfill 
the law and His teachings perfected the law. Just like Moses receiving the 10 
Commandments, Jesus also ascended a mount to bring the 8 Beatitudes. 

The Beatitudes are ways to live that are contradictory to what culture would 
expect you to do. While these are simple truths, they are extremely difficult 
to live out. This passage offers a glimpse into how Jesus was portrayed as 
throughout the book of Matthew, as someone who came to not abolish, but 
to fulfill the law.

1-3 4-7 8-10 11-13

- Intro
- Jesus’ birth
- John the Baptist

- Kingdom focused
- Jesus’ teachings
- Sermon on the 
Mount

- Jesus living out 
His teachings
- Miracles

- Response to the 
kingdom teaching
- Parables

14-20 21-25 26-28

- Explaination of 
who Jesus is
- Tansfiguration

- Kingdom teach-
ing vs. current 
teaching
- Triumphant Entry

-Jesus’ death
- Resurrection
- Great Commision
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APPLICATION: 

• Look at the list of Beatitudes, which one do you think 
is the most difficult to live out?

• Why do you think it was so important for the Jewish 
people to see that Jesus came to fulfill the law?

• Read through Matthew 1 and underline the names you 
recognize. What does it mean to you to see the Lord 
working through the many generations?

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



26   //   WHERE DO I BEGIN?

The Gospel of Mark | Read Mark 6

Mark may be the second Gospel in the Bible, but it was actually written 
before the other Gospels. Mark was also Jewish who wanted people to see 
that Jesus came to serve and that he is the Son of God. 

Through this lens we see Jesus establishing Himself as the new king. Here, 
Mark tells us of the new kingdom and how to live within this new kingdom. 

Here are several big themes in Mark, broken up by chapter:

Once again we see a common theme of Jesus illustrating Himself as the new 
Moses: there to fulfill the old law and declare the new order. 

All throughout the book of Mark we see Jesus being rejected by the 
Jewish leaders, His own town, and even His disciples. Everyone struggles to 
understand who Jesus is. But in the midst of this, Jesus continues to teach 
and perform miracles to illustrate who He is and demonstrate the new way 
of living offered through Him.

In Mark 6, we see a snapshot of how Jesus is ministering by sending the 
apostles out and performing miracles. In this passage we see Jesus not 
being received in his hometown of Nazareth, yet continuing to minister (1-6). 
People were shocked by what Jesus was doing and what He was teaching. 
In this passage He goes on to feed five thousand people and even walks on 
water!

Here we see Mark building a case for people to see that Jesus truly is the 
Son of God. 

Think of your life for a minute. 

Do you spend time thinking about all the ways God is working and moving 
and you may let them go unnoticed? The text says that Jesus marveled at 
their unbelief. 

What moves of God are happening around you that you aren’t taking notice 
of? Do you see Jesus as being someone who is working in your life even 
today? 

1-7 8-10 11-16

- The character of Jesus
- Jesus as the Son of 
God
- Teaching and Miracles

- Illustration of the Suf-
fering Servant
- Jesus’ role to disciples 
and others

- Jesus in Galilee
- Leading up to the Cross
- Death and Resurrection
- Kingship illustrated
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APPLICATION: 

• What things in this passage stuck out to you?

• What is one way God moved this week that you may 
have looked over until now?

• Jesus came to serve, how do you plan on serving 
someone this week?

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



28   //   WHERE DO I BEGIN?

The Gospel of Luke  | Read Luke 15

Out of all the Gospel authors, Luke is the one who is not Jewish. 

The Bible often refers to someone who is not of Jewish descent to be a 
Gentile. Luke was a doctor and one of Jesus’ disciples who recorded Jesus’ 
teaching and works, but the purpose of his writings was to display that 
Jesus came for all people. 

Here are several big themes in Luke, broken up by chapter:

Luke is trying to let all people know that Jesus didn’t come just for the Jews, 
but for all people. 

He gives an account of the birth of Jesus and then in chapter 3, we find a 
genealogy. What’s interesting about this genealogy is that it goes all the way 
back to Adam, which Luke is uses to display the fact that all people came 
from Adam, thereforeJesus came for all. 

We see Luke focus on a lot of social issues to reinforce that Jesus came for 
the poor, the sick, the needy and more. This was a shock to people! Jesus 
was creating a new kingdom and those who would often be overlooked by 
society, were being welcomed, healed, and accepted with Jesus. 

Jesus came to show a new way of living. 

Let’s look at Luke 15 and the parables Jesus teaches. Parables were stories 
that Jesus shared with others using things they understood to teach a 
heavenly principle. 

We see the parable of the lost sheep, the parable of the lost coin, and the 
parable of the prodigal son. These are all illustrations of the way Jesus 
taught others about who He is and how others are to respond to who He is. 

While these parables use images of sheep, coins, and sons, they are really 
illustrating the messages of Jesus’ pursuit of YOU and the importance of 
repentance. 

Luke’s Gospel demonstrates to us that Jesus came for YOU and wants YOU 
to follow Him. 

1-2 3-9 9-19 20-24

- Introduction
- Jesus’ birth

- Genealogy
- Jesus’ teachings
- Miracles

- Jesus living out 
His teachings
- Jesus spending 
time with religious 
leaders and sinners

- Jesus’ death
- Resurrection
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APPLICATION: 

• What does it mean to you that Jesus came for all 
people?

• Jesus spent time with the sick, poor and needy. Are 
their people in your life you are currently overlooking 
and need to be intentional with?

• In the story of the parables in Luke 15, what does this 
text mean for you today?

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



30   //   WHERE DO I BEGIN?

The Gospel of John | Read John 5

The last of the Gospels to appear in the Biblical canon is the Gospel of 
John. Matthew, Mark and Luke are similar in content and stories and 
are considered to be the “synoptic” gospels. Synoptic means a general 
summary. While John assembles the stories of Jesus a bit differently. John 
wrote the book of John through the lens of Jesus being God. In John 1:1-17, 
we see John referring to Jesus as being there in the beginning and coming 
to make a way for mankind. John wanted his readers to see Jesus and 
understand his deity.  John also is writing in order for you to believe and 
follow Jesus.

Here are several big themes in John, broken up by chapter:

We see a large portion of John’s gospel committed to sharing the story of 
Jesus at four Jewish institution and four Jewish Festivals. These are pivotal 
moments in Jesus’ life and His impact on others. 

The first institution Jesus worked was when He made water into wine to 
illustrate the generosity of the Kingdom (2:1-12). The second institution was 
when Jesus turns the temple. Jesus tells the people that He is making a new 
temple through His death (2:12-22). The third institution is when Jesus meets 
with Nicodemus, who is a religious leader. Jesus tells him that people need 
to be born again (3). Lastly, we see Jesus meet a Samaritan woman and tell 
her that in order to never be thirsty again, she must drink from living water. 
There, Jesus refers to Himself as living water. He also covers the topic of 
searching and how we will always feel the need to search, until we encounter 
Jesus (4).

John then writes about 4 Jewish Feasts which are pivotal moments in who 
Jesus reveals who He is. 

In John 5, Jesus heals a man on the Sabbath and says, “My Father is working 
until now and I am working,” revealing that He is God. In John 6, Jesus claims 
to be the bread of life during the time of Passover and feeds 5,000 people. 
By proclaiming to be the bread of life, Jesus is stating that He is God. In John 
7-10, we find Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles, which looked back on how 
God provided food, water and lead the way in the desert. Jesus says here 
that He is the water of life and the light of the world. Jesus is saying that He 
is the same God who provided and led them in the wilderness, In John 10, 
we see Jesus in Jerusalem during Hanukkah and he states that Jesus and 
the Father are one. By stating this, he once again is claiming to be God. 

All these events are Jesus claiming to be God, and pointing back to the 
fulfillment of the law and the prophecies to back Him up. 

1 2-12 13-21

- Jesus as God
- John the Baptist
- Calling of the disciples

- Jesus begins ministry
- Miracles
- Jesus’ teachings
- Lazarus

- Training of the disciples
- Jesus’ teachings
- Jesus’ death and
resurrection
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APPLICATION: 

• In John 5, we see Jesus heal the man on the Sabbath, 
why do you think this is significant?

• Jesus says in vs 17 that he is working, what does that 
mean for you?

• Take time and thank God for how he is working, even 
when you don’t see it.
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Letters: The Big Picture | Signed, Sealed, Delivered

The majority of the New Testament is a compilation of letters. These letters 
were written to either a large group of people, a church congregation or to 
leaders of the church. When you understand who these letters are being 
written to, you can better understand why they are being written and the 
tone in which the message is being delivered. 

Here is the breakdown of the letters by audience:

The early church begins in the book of Acts, and after that we see all these 
letters in the New Testament. 

The word was spreading about who Jesus was and now we see two groups 
of people trying to worship Jesus together: the Jews and the Gentiles. The 
Jews had traditions and practices that the Gentiles didn’t understand or take 
part in, so there was a lot of conflit in the early Church because of this.

The letters that we find in the Bible often are encouraging the Church or 
leaders, addressing conflict or rebuking, but all the letters are written with 
the intent to keep the people’s eyes and hearts focused on Jesus. 

It’s pretty crazy seeing just how many issues the authors of these letters are 
addressing that are still happening amongst believers and churches today. 

In Ephesians 2, we find Paul writing the church of Ephesus reminding them 
that they are saved through faith and that there is unity in Christ. These are 
two things that many believers even struggle with now, but we have the 
guidance of the Scripture to help navigate these issues today!

Large Group Church Congregation Church Leaders

- Hebrews
- James
- 1 & 2 Peter
- 1,2,3 John
- Jude
- Revelation

- Romans
- 1 & 2 Corinthians
- Galatians
- Ephesians
- Philippians
- Colossians
- 1 & 2 Thessalonians

- 1 & 2 Timothy
- Titus 
- Philemon
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APPLICATION: 

• In Ephesians we find Paul reminding us that we are 
saved by faith alone. In your own words, can you 
explain what that means?

• What does it mean to be “united in Christ?”

• Is there someone you need to make amends with in 
order to keep unity within the body?
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The Revelation | Read Revelation 21

Revelation at glance can be an intimidating book, but we need to 
understand that Revelation is John’s reminder to believer that we need to be 
obedient and pursue Jesus, even when times are hard. 

Here’s an overview of the book of Revelations:

In Chapters 1-3, John has a vision of Jesus talking about the seven churches 
in Asia Minor. The vision is about how some churches have remained 
faithful to following Jesus, but some of them have become apathetic and 
disobedient. We see that persecution is coming to the churches and that 
they will need to decide if they want to remain obedient in the midst of 
persecution. 

In Chapters 4-5, we see John looking into the throne room in heaven. This is 
a glimpse of the new kingdom to come. There we find Jesus in the form of a 
lamb, representing His sacrifice on the cross.

In Chapters 6-16, we find John writing about seven seals, seven trumpets 
and seven bowls. All of these stories are pictures of the judgement that is 
to come. These stories cite back to Zechariah 1 and the plagues that appear 
in Exodus. The seven bowls tell of a great battle where the Lord will destroy 
evil once and for all. These visions are to illustrate how seriously God takes 
the obedience of His people. 

In Deuteronomy 6, we find what’s called the Shema. 

Praying the Shema is an important Jewish tradition that helped the people 
to stay focused on God. This passage reminded the Jewish people to “love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind” (Matthew 27:37). The 
text in Deuteronomy says, “You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and 
they shall be as frontlets between your eyes” (8). 

This passage is saying that you need to always keep your heart, mind, and 
actions centered on the Lord. In Revelation 13, we learn that when you 
abandon God’s plan, you choose to follow the world.

The book of Revelation wraps up in chapters 21-22 talking about the new 
Heaven and new Earth. We see the reward for those who remain faithful 
to the Lord with be with Him in paradise. The Bible concludes with the 
reminder that Jesus is coming again and that we need to continue to pursue 
Him and remain obedient. 
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APPLICATION: 
• In Revelation 21, we see the the description of the 

new heaven and earth, how does it make you feel that 
God is preparing a place for those who believe like 
this?

• Does knowing that God destroys evil in the end bring 
you peace?

• What is one thing you are looking forward to about 
the new Heaven and Earth

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



DAY 14-15
The Bible and Me





38   //   WHERE DO I BEGIN?

Bible (feat. Human Authors) | Read 2 Timothy 3

An optimistic enlistee arrives at Navy Bootcamp. As the bus arrives at the 
training facility, she is shocked to be greeted by a screaming drill sergeant; 
this wasn’t what her grandfather, who served in the Navy during WWII 
described when he talked about traveling the world and making lifelong 
friends in the Navy! As her eight-week basic training concluded, she looked 
back and realized that the aggression of the drill-sergeant was crucial to the 
big picture, as thousands of individuals became a part of a unified whole. 

Sometimes we can approach the Bible in the same manner. You open it, 
expecting to see things that you’ve heard others talk about, but as your eyes 
settle on a page, it can feel like your entire understanding is betrayed as the 
passage goes against what you expected. Getting over this shock isn’t easy. 
In fact, there’s no practical way to solve this experience as the question, “Is 
the Bible inconsistent?” floods your mind. 

The Bible is fascinating because God didn’t choose to drop a completed 
text in an ancient philosopher’s lap. He didn’t choose to miraculously upload 
a podcast to the internet with pure wisdom. Rather, God chose to reveal 
Himself to human beings over the course of hundreds of years. In this, the 
Bible is alive with various perspectives from vastly different people. As we 
read, we move from author to author, constantly shifting perspectives, but 
gazing upon the same God. 

Still, the question remains… How do we understand a book of books, while 
considering so many time periods, authors, and cultures? The answer is 
found in the Bible itself. Paul tells us that “all Scripture is God-breathed and 
is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so 
that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work” 
(2 Timothy 3:16-17, NIV). 

We see here that the connection of all Scripture is faith, as it’s inspired by 
God himself. There is no other tool that can fully unlock what is meant in the 
Bible. The Bible is God’s work, and while it may feature human authors, it is 
ultimately His design. 

As we encounter different passages, we must understand them in light 
of the Bible as a whole. The Bible is the story of God revealing Himself to 
humanity with a purpose in mind. We must understand that Scripture, at 
its core, is meant to thoroughly equip us for every good work--we need to 
step up and be bold enough to let it transform us! If we view the Bible as a 
book about being a good person, we’re probably not stepping up. The Bible 
is aimed dead-center at your heart. It’s pages are meant for you and it is 
concerned with your life aligning with Jesus Christ. 

We won’t get anywhere if our biblical diet consists of little sections here and 
there. In the same way that there’s more to the Navy than the drill sergeant 
at basic training, there’s more to the Bible if we step back and step up. 
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APPLICATION: 

• When did you first hear about the Bible?

• Do you find yourself questioning the authority of the 
Bible?

• What is one way today that you can step up and 
allow the Bible to change your life?
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Lights! Camera! Action! | Read 2 Corinthians 5

The Bible, when understood as a whole, should move us directly towards 
action. We know that its purpose is to equip us, but what is it equipping us 
for? 

The answer is found in 2 Corinthians 5 as we are, “therefore Christ’s 
ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us” (20). Our 
job is to share the message of Scripture with other people. In this, we align 
our hearts with God’s heart to bring creation back to Himself. 

There are three related methods that you can use to share the message of 
the Bible with other people:

The first method is simply scripture. If you want to learn something, it 
would make the sense to go directly to the source. One of the easiest ways 
to share your faith is to give someone their own copy of the Bible and 
tell them to read it through. If this is too intimidating, then just have them 
start by reading through the Gospel of John. This book does an excellent 
job communicating the life of Jesus in a powerful way. The need to share 
scripture is becoming increasingly apparent. A study done in 2017 found that 
over 40% of Americans have never read more than a handful of passages or 
stories from the Bible (Lifeway Research). 

The second method you can use to share our faith is our story. It’s important 
that you identify what your life was like before you knew God, what you 
were like after you met Him, and what our relationship with Him looks like 
now. Peter supports this as he instructs us to, “honor Christ the Lord as holy, 
always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a 
reason for the hope that is in you” (1 Peter 3:15). 

Lastly, you can share your faith through the surrender of your life. While 
related to your story, sometimes you don’t have an opportunity to 
specifically tell someone what God has done. They may just end up seeing 
how you live. Oftentimes your actions can actually have more of an impact 
than anything you say. To some people, the fact that we choose to humbly 
lay down our lives is impactful enough for them to start pursuing Jesus.
This is the focus of Paul in Romans 12 as he states that we are “to present 
[our] bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is [our] 
spiritual worship” (Romans 12:1). 

These three methods may seem intimidating, but the Bible calls us to a 
response and we are to be bold as we walk in its truth. Paul writes, in 2 
Timothy 1:7, “God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-
control.” 

As we care for others, it is incredibly important that we give them the most 
important message they could ever receive. 
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APPLICATION: 

• Have you ever had exciting news that you couldn’t 
keep to yourself? 

• Which one of these methods of sharing the Gospel is 
the most intimidating? Why?

• Who is someone that you could share the Gospel 
with this week? 
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When it comes to reading the Bible, 

we’ve all probably asked the question, 

“Where do I begin?”

The Bible is the Holy Word of God and 

is for all of us to read, enjoy, understand, 

and apply to our lives...but it helps to 

have some tools to do so. 

This devotional is designed to help you 

open up God’s Word with confidence.


